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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

SOUTHERN DIVISION

In re:

City of Detroit, Michigan,

Debtor.

Bankruptcy Case No. 13-53846

Honorable Thomas J. Tucker

Chapter 9

REPLY IN SUPPORT OF DEBTOR’S
FORTY-FIFTH OMNIBUS OBJECTION TO CERTAIN CLAIMS

(NO BASIS)

The City of Detroit (“City”), by its undersigned counsel, files this reply in

support of its Forty-Fifth Omnibus Objection to Certain Claims (“Objection,” Doc.

No. 11163), stating as follows:

1. On May 12, 2016, the City filed its Objection.

2. A number of responses were received asserting that the claimant had

worked in a position funded by a grant.1 Pursuant to an ex parte motion granted by

order of this Court, the City will try to resolve the claims of those claimants

individually. Order Granting the City Of Detroit’s Ex Parte Motion for an Order

Adjourning Hearing on Certain Responses Filed to the City’s Forty-Fourth and

Forty-Fifth Omnibus Objections to Claims (Doc. No. 11265, the “Grant Claimant

1 Responses asserting a grant-funded position were filed by Diane L. Onuigbo
(Doc. No. 11213), Randall Thomas (Doc. No. 11216), Ranna K. Trivedi (Doc. No.
11236), Warren Duncan (Doc. No. 11238), Stephanie Crews (Doc. No. 11249),
and Sandra O’Neal (Doc. No. 11252).
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Order”). A hearing will be held on August 31, 2016, at 1:30 p.m. to hear and

resolve the Objection as regards any claimants with proper responses2 whose

concerns the City cannot resolve prior to August 31. Id.

3. The only other response to the Objection was filed by Renee Tillman

(“Tillman Response,” Doc. No. 11241). Tillman’s proof of claim and the Tillman

Response are attached as Exhibits 1 and 2.

4. The Tillman Response should be overruled. The City objected to

Tillman’s proof of claim because it is based on the imposition of City Employment

Terms. As such, the claim is an Employee Obligation Claim (as that term is

defined in the Objection).

5. Attached as Exhibit 4 to the Objection was a legal brief explaining

why Employee Obligation Claims are invalid as a matter of law (the

“Supplemental Brief”). The Tillman Response makes no attempt to refute or

respond in any way to the Supplemental Brief. Instead, like many responses that

have preceded it, the Tillman Response mainly documents the imposition of City

Employment Terms. Thus, by its failure to address the Supplemental Brief in any

fashion, the Tillman Response essentially concedes the points it makes.

6. Further, as explained in the Supplemental Brief, the claims of many

claimants are duplicative of claims filed on their behalf by unions. Supplemental

2 The Court has noted that a number of the respondents’ filings are deficient.
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Brief, pp. 11-13. The Senior Accountants and Analysts Association, to which

Tillman belongs, has filed such a claim, and thus her claim is duplicative of that

claim. Supplemental Brief, pp. 6, 11-13.

7. In short, Tillman’s proof of claim is (1) based on a claim that is

invalid as a matter of law and (2) duplicative. The Objection should be upheld as

to this claim.

CONCLUSION

For these reasons, the City asks the Court to overrule the Tillman Response

and sustain the City’s Objection to each of the claims objected to in the Objection,

other than those adjourned by the Grant Claimant Order.

Dated: June 10, 2016

By: /s/ Ronald A. Spinner
Jonathan S. Green (P33140)
Marc N. Swanson (P71149)
Ronald A. Spinner (P73198)
MILLER, CANFIELD, PADDOCK AND
STONE, P.L.C.
150 West Jefferson, Suite 2500
Detroit, Michigan 48226
Telephone: (313) 496-7591
Facsimile: (313) 496-8451
green@millercanfield.com
swansonm@millercanfield.com

and
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Charles N. Raimi (P29746)
Deputy Corporation Counsel
City of Detroit Law Department
2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 500
Coleman A. Young Municipal Center
Detroit, Michigan 48226
Telephone: (313) 2370470
Facsimile: (313) 224-5505
raimic@detroitmi.gov

ATTORNEYS FOR THE CITY OF DETROIT
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EXHIBIT 1
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EXHIBIT 2
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